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S8TONE CEMETERTY. * br

S8TONE CEMETERY.

In the vicinity of the upper source of a small stream called
the Cow-Pasture, in Bath county, Virginia, on a prominent
elevation, surrounded on all sides Ly precipitous declivities,
we discovered a medinum-sized stone-work, having thirty feet
base diameter, and eight feet in height, of conical form, and
which remaining unmolested, presented a rare invitation to
critical research. (Sec plate H, fig. 3) It being formed
of small stone, we commenced the work of demolition at the
summit, and continued to descend to the depth of about two
feet; we there came in contact with a thin flat stone about
two and a half feet square, and three inches thick, braring no
mark of tools except the rude outline of the form of the deer
sculptured on the lower smiface ; after carcefully removing the
atone above, we .raised the slab-rock, and readily perceived
that 'it was intended as a cap, or covering, to a singularly-
formed vault, evidently designed for the reception of a hu-
man body in standing posture. It was about six feet in depth,
and in form resembled an inverted churn, or firkin, being
widest at the top; it was constructed of flat stone, rudely ar-
ranged in circles, withont slime or mortar, and presented a
tolerably smooth interior surface. It contained some frag-
ments of bone mingled with dust, with no other perceivable
deposite. On further examination we discovered on either
side of the vault, fragments of bone apparently deposited in
two stratums, as represented in cut 3. This work seems to
occupy an isolated position, there being no other stone-works
of ancient origin in the vicinity, and in the examination of
many stone-works in various portions of the country, we have
discovered but one similar in construction.















32 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

being secured by a pen covered with small poles, and the
white rag being suspended from a small pole placed at the
head or foot of the grave.

In the funerals of adults, I observed four modes of deposite
of which figures 7, 8, 9, and 10 are descriptive. Fig. 7
represents a body placed on the ‘ground at the root of some
favorite tree, designated by the individual previous to death;
the body is sustained in a sitting posture by means of bark or
cords that are drawn around the trunk of the tree, pressing
the body close to the same, and is guarded by flags until, in
decomposition, it falls to the earth. The bones are then re-
moved by the surviving friends, and deposited in piles, with
those of their nation that have died before them. P

Fig. 8 presents a view of the body of an Indian suspended
in his canve between two trees, where it remains until the
canoe decays and tumbles to the earth. His bones are then
removed as above. Fig. 9 represents a body laid on the
ground, and enclosed in a pole-pen.

Fig. 10 represents a body lying on a scaffold formed by
setting posts or forks in the ground, upon which poles are
placed. The body, rolled in skins or blanket, is laid thereon
where it remains until the structure decays, and the bones
fall to the earth: they are then heaped together, and decay
in mass.
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AMALGAMATION MOUND. (14

and the three smaller ones, on either side of the large me-
morial, gradually declining in size as they recede from the
centre, record the international marriages of three grades of
chiefs from each nation, in final ratification of the national
union.

The Union being monumentally confirmed, and matrimo-
nially sealed, the Buffalo became for ever one with the Elk
nation.





































































90 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

The central mound of about thirty-six feet in diameter, and
retaining a smooth finish, seems to have suffered but little
from the wear of time. It is nearly flat on the summit, with
a slight depression at the centre.

This singular arrangement of earth-work is traditionally
represented to have been designed for a sacred national altar,
at which human sacrifice was offered ; and this tradition is
sustained not only by the fact that the summit of the central
mound still retains the traces of fire, in the remains of burned
clay, charcoal, and ashes, but also by remains of the same de-
posite found near the surface of five flat mounds adjacent to,
and south of the main work, the deposite being more abun-
dant in the central mound of the range, than in the other
four. (These mounds are not shown in the cut.) '

The central mound is represented to have been the most
holy sacrificial altar known to tradition; and the peculiar
form of the surrounding works show it to have been of the
highest order of sacrificial monuments, and dedicated to the
offering of human sacrifice only.

The head being the only part offered in human sacrifices,
the peculiar form of the pentagonal work was symbolical.
The ancient American recognising, in the five angles of the
work, the five senses—seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, and
smelling; the head, being the recipient of, and fountain
whence flowed the manifestations of all those senses, was rec-
ognised as the representative of them all, and was conse-
quently set apart as the highest and holiest offering, known
to the ancient sacrificial service.

Tradition asserts that human sacrifice was offered at this
altar by the ancient Americans twice a year—to the sun, and
to the moon.

The sun, being the great fountain of light and life through
all creation, was supposed to hold the supreme power of the
universe, and, as supreme ruler, to be worthy of the highest
and holiest adoration.

Without the light of revelation, and looking only to nature
and its analogies for his views of God, it was hardly possible
that the ancient American should have entertained the pos-






















































108 ANTIQUARIAN RESTARCHES.

CHAPTER XIIL
TITLE MOUNDS.

HIS order of memorial monuments abounds at various

places, from the Alleghany mountains, north and west, to

the Rocky mountains and ice-bound regions of the north,

South of this range, we are not aware of the existence of any
of this particular class of tumular embankments.

There is another kind of memorial monument, pertaining to
title, which resembles, in general form, the war-chiefs’ memo-
rial, seen in the Cut C C. A casual observer wonld be
likely to regard. them as the same, but on critical examina-
tion, it is easy to discover a difference in the constraction of
the head, in the oval protuberance presented in the broadest
end of the work, and also in the additional appendage of a
national monumental mound. There are sometimes two and
sometimes three of these title memorials attached to one
national monumental mound, as represented in Cut D D.

Having previously observed many of these memorial and
title monuments near the banks of the Wabash, Rock, and
‘Wisconsin rivers, and having preserved some drawings of
these, I laid them before De-coo-dah.

After silently regarding them for about half an hour, he ob-
served, repeating in substance what he had previously said to
me, that when this country was inhabited by his early ances-
* tors, game was abundant and easily taken, and, consequently,
they having leisure, in times of peace, used to write their his-
tory in figures on the earth. There being many nations, and
each’nation very populous, a small amount of individual labor
would suffice to make an important record. * You observe,”
he continued, “ that on examination you have found many
embankments, composed of soil unlike that which surrounds









TITLE MOUNDS. . 111

them —this is owing to the fact, that in ancient days, it was
the practice with some nations to take small portions of earth
from sacred places, and carry it with them in their migrations
from one region to another, to be deposited in a national pile,
sacred to the memory of their departed friends. This earth
was sometimes carried for many days’ travel, and formed the
base of a national monumental mound, being placed in a regu-
lar stratum upon the surface of the ground, and covered with
earth gathered from the vicinity, to form a finished structure.

¢“]t was also a custom in ancient times, when it was nat
uncommon for healthy men to survive thirteen hundred moons,
for aged chiefs to retire from chieflom when they became in-
firm or forgetful ; and it was the privilege of such, on retiring
to bestow titles on whomever they might select, with or with-
out the consent of the national council : but in all cases where
national consent was obtained, asymbolical mound was erected,
which became indicative of the origin of the chief thus honored
by the deposite of a nut or acorn in some part of the monument
after its completion.

“If the chief designated was a legitimate son of the chief
who bestowed title, this nut or acorn was planted in the imagi-
nary loins of the monumental figure ; but, if he were illegiti-
mate, it was placed below the loins. If title was conferred
upon a grandson, the deposite was made in. the breast, that it
might take root in the heart, and bear testimony of family
affection. If the party was not immediately related to the
family of the chief, the acorn was planted at the head, to
indicate his suppoeed wisdom.

“ But the .commemorative trees which sprung from seed
thus planted, have all passed away, blown down by the wind,
destroyed by fire or decayed by age, and not having been
renewed, these monuments have lost their former peculiar
significance ; yet, on many of them, where the trces grew to
a large size before they were uprogted by the wind, the traces
of their former existence may yet be observed.

“ Every long national monument with oval ends, had origi-
nally two trees standing npon them, as the emblems of war
and peace. Tho latter was usually an evergreen, the pine,










































THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS. 125

eacrifice. The four mounds running north, from the pinnacle
to the national square, were assigned to birth-day festivals,
and present indistinct traces of the festival, or atrimonial
ring. The national square is formed of four national embank-
ments connected together, which record the joint dominion
of the four sons. _

The figure of an animal, constructed on the east side of the
national square, records the eldest son as having signalized
himself, and thereby rendered himself worthy of titular
commemoration ; and three small mounds running west from
his birth festival mound, show the birth of three children;
the other three birth-festivals, having but one memorial, re-
cord the birth of one child each. The serpentine range com-
prises twenty memorial mounds, commencing within the angle
formed by the two national embankments, and proves the
serpent to have been an object of reverence, or worship, to
those sovereigns; and the number of the memorials shows .
nineteen annual offerings to have been made by them. Two
of the memorials being connected by an embankment, record
an offering of twin children.

.
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150 AKTIQUARIAN RESEAROMES.

provided for in the construction of this simple, yet remark-
able earth-work.

‘We imagined that, notwithstanding the great antiquity of
this group, it yet embodied the latest improvements in military
organization known to the ancient Americans of these regions
it being a consolidation of residential groups, many of which
scem to have been constructed with an especial eye to their
capability of defence. '
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THE BATTLE OF THE BAD-AXE. 155

ponies into the stream, and these following the squaws, reared
upon the rafts and logs, and squaws and pappooses sunk down
to the bottom. Then the white men come with his fire-cacoe
(steamboat), to shoot Indians in the water.

“ Black-Ilawk and a few warriors and squaws got over the
river, and hid among the rocks till dark; they ran all night;
but the Winnebagoes joined the white men, and caught Black-
Hawk. Then the white men took him away toward the sun-
rise, to show him their warriors, more than there are trees in
the woods.”

“ And what,” said I, “had the Great Spirit to do with all
that#”— Nothing,” he answered; “the Great Spirit was
angry with the Indians, because they did not obey him. Had -
the Indians always remained obedient to the voice of the
Great Spirit delivered to the prophets, they would have held
all the land from sunrise to sunset. But thoughts of the past
overcome me,” said he; “I will talk with you more another
day.”















160 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

and other monuments. I proceeded to the head waters of
Rock river, having been previously informed by De-coo-dah,
that its banks abounded with monuments. Obtaining a small
boat, or skiff, I descended that river through a fertile and
populous country. I discovered many mounds and groups of
mounds, some of which were much defaced by recent culti-
vation, but others remain entire, and are noticed in their order
in this work. After I entered the Mississippi, I traced the
western shore of that river, occasionally ascending its western
tributaries from ten to forty miles, into the interior of Iowa,
and discovered many monuments, differing much in construe-

tion and form from those I had previously found on the eastern
shore.
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UNFINISHED EARTH-WORKS. 179

centuries rendered them forgetful of their ancient monu-
ments ; and as those monuments were the only memorials of
the past, and the visible record of many of their traditione,
.with them the more ancient nations in this triune amalgama-
tion buried for ever much of the history of the two great races
which had gone before them.
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Fort Hamilton was erected by Genl St. Clair, in September, 1791.—Explanation,

¢ A, the old fort built by 8t. Clair; B, subsequent addition; a, officers’ quarters;

7 b messroom; ¢ magazine; d work-shop, ¢, £, g, block-houses; C, the present
bridge that spans the Miami.,
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Opposite this prairie, in the Mississippi, is a large island,
with a lake, which answers the traditional history of that bat-
tle, as given by De-coo-dah.

One of the most singular tumular representations in this
part of the country, is that of four eagles, located at the inter-
section of four lineal ranges of mounds, on the head waters of
Bad-Axe river, and about seventy-five miles northeast of
Prairie du Chien. (See Cut F, Fig. 1)

The eagle in the north being represented as headless, shows
the decapitation of that sovereign; and one in the south hav-
ing two heads, records his sovereignty over two nations. The
other two, represented as in natural life, appear to have main-
tained their dominion over’ their people during their respect-
ive lives. '

There are many representatives of birds and animals to be
seen in this region of country, not only of the tumular class,
but also in painting, on the face of the river bluffs. At the
junction of Paint creek, on the west shore of the Mississippi,
about nine miles north of Prairie du Chien, is a large rock
upon which many singular paintings have been executed, in
colors which seem to be proof agaiust the action of frost or
rain; and similar paintings occur, at intervals, along the
western shore, for several hundred miles north. About thirty
miles from this rock (commonly known as the Painted Rock),
north, there is another called the “Paint Rock.”

This presents a pyramidal form, standing about five feet
above the surface of the earth, gradually tapering from the
ground upward ; it is literally covered with painted niches,
and small figures of various kinds. Many of the Indians re-
tain a superstitious reverence for it, and never pass near it
without leaving tobacco, or some small trinket, as an offering.
The arrangement of the paintings indicates some knowledge
of the art, and the rock has a smooth surface, without the
mark of any tool being apparent. Its primitive use is un-
known to the traditions of De-coo-dah, and remains matter
of econjecture. In conversation with an aged Frenchman, who
had been in the habit of occasionally passing by this sacred
rock for forty years, he remarked that there had been no addi-
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THIRD TOCR OF EXPLORATION. 195

dwelling-house in the midst of them, but he was soon com-
pelled to vacate it and retire, in consequence of the death of
his wife and several children.

And it is worthy of remark, that in the first settlements
made in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois,in the immediate vicinity
of large groups of mounds which seem to have been con-
structed for the deposite of the dead, pestilential disease pre-
vails to a much greater extent than elsewhere. I do not
suppose this result to be chargeable to the presence of the
mounds, but to natural causes connected with the locality :
for it is evident, that where masses of vegetable matter, so
Jocated that they are not subject to removal by water or fire,
are permitted to decompose in large quantities, in positions
where there are natural obstructions to a free circulation of
air, a deleterions miasma must exist, bringing with it disease
and death. Such localities are of frequent occurrence in the
sudden curves and great bends of many of the western rivers,
surrounded by unbroken highlands that obstruct the free cir-
culation of air, yet where the deepest and most fertile alluviale
invite the early pioneer to rear his abode in their midst. This
fact partially accounts for the frequent appearance of large
burial mounds in sach localities; for if the mound-builders
were an agricultural people, as their works in some regions
evidently indicate, the same causes operating in earlier eras,
would furnish material more abundantly than higher and more
salubrious lands, for the construction of those cemeteries. It
may also be remarked, that in the vicinity of extensive ceme-
teries, it is not uncommon to see large tracts of marshy land,
stagnant water, &c.; and in the re-occupancy of these de-
populated regions, the pioneer will find his safety in avoiding
such locations in the selection of his place of abode.

That this and the surrounding country has at some era, sus-
tained a population which could not possibly have subsisted
by fishing and hunting, is most evident from the remains of
tumuli. On all the vast plains, for many miles above and
below, bordering on the river, the truncated mound and
elongated earth-work, with here and there a strange animal
effigy, are to be met with ; they are also seen in great abun-
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tion of thetv . .
circle, the old residential; that in after time he attacheds
residential circle to the festival square, for his first born, that
he might aid bim in the government of the people. e ako
erected a circle for the second born, to which he appended
the seal of succession, set in the inner curves of his circle.
And to the one of long walls of secret seclusion, he appended
the eacred circle of prophetical widowhood, in honor of the
mother of the twins.

HOLY OITY.

This stupendous earth-work (shown in Cut Z, fig. 8) is trs-
ditionally represented to have been the encircling safegnard,
or rampart of a holy city. This, like the former, is sitnated
in Ross county ; but it encloses a much larger area, and is of
more complicated form. °

The large circle is thirty-five hundred feet in diameter,
with eleven exterior openings; and the small circle eight
bundred feet in diameter communicating with the large
circle, but having no exterior entrance.

The whole work, as will be perceived, comprises two circles,
a semicircle, and a square. Within the semicircle there is an
embankment resembling, in outline, a crescent, or a new moon;
and there is a sacrificial altar appended to a national mound
within the larger circular enclosure, and between it and the
square.

The smaller circle is traditionally represented to have sur-
rounded the secluded residence of the ruling prophet. The
larger circle enclosed boly or consecrated ground, where daily
intercourse was had with the prophets; and it was occupied
by such as bore rule, and were highly favored by the people.

The square appended to a circle was universally set apart
a8 a place of public resort, where all might join in feasting
and merry-making. '
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DKPOSITES OF METAL. 297

sented to have been of sacred import among the mound-build-
ers.

The reverential regard for the rattlesnake, that still
lingers among a portion of -the tribes of the northwestern
Indians to such an extent that they rarely wage war with
that venomous reptile, I imagine, was inherited from an
amalgamation with the mound-builders, and sustains the
conclusion, in conneetion with tumuli, sculpture, paintings,
&e., that this animal’s symbolical import originated in super-
stition exceedingly ancient.
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plies for renovation, and nourishment; and, again, the ser-
pent in the traditions of De-coo-dah is not only recognised on
.and in earth, a8 an object of adoration, but is also represented
as ruling in conjunction with the moon, and consequently en-
titled to a place in the most holy sanctuaries of the ancient
American
































































































